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power to hold out, now said he could last till the 10th Febru-
ary. Nevertheless, General Aylmer felt that he must resume
operations again as soon as possible, because it was already
the 18th January and he had a long way to go to reach Kut.
By now both the 3rd and 7th infantry divisions of the
Tigris Corps had arrived, consequently General Aylmer
decided that he was in a position to undertake an attack on
Hanneh, although he was restricted to making a frontal
attack because the floods on the right bank prevented the
movement of troops there. He was short of land transport;
his Supply and Transport personnel was less than a quarter
of what was required; there was a shortage of artillery ammu-
nition ; the reserve ammunition was in barges instead of in the
Divisional Ammunition Column; his bridging material was
inadequate,* his medical equipment, was less than ooie
third of what he wanted, and his whole force lacked staff,
organisation and cohesion. Nevertheless, he planned to push
forward on the 21st January with the 7th Division on the
left bank, supporting the attack by, enfilade fire from such
small detachments as he could ferry across the river.
On the 21st, then, the 7th Division attacked the enemy's
trenches. By 1115 hours it was definitely held up with
very heavy casualties—which is not surprising when one
realises that the artillery support consisted of three 18-pounder
batteries; two four-inch batteries; one four-point-five battery;
one section of four-inch guns; two sections of mountain
guns, and one 15-pounder battery; that it was without trench
mortars, and was short of machine guns !
At noon it began to rain, and in a very short while the
country was transformed into a sea of mud; communications
broke down; neither horse,, foot, nor wheel could move.
General Ayhner's casualties were two thousand seven hundred
and forty; the sufferings of the wounded were horrible.
Men lay out all night in pitiless, icy rain, dying from
exposure because the medical personnel—heroic in its efforts
—was hopelessly inadequate to succour them. In the morning,
many sepoys were found dead without a mark upon them;
others were picked up and were slowly jolted, petrified and
sodden with freezing mud, in springless carts to dressing
stations which for fours had been nothing better than
a shambles. Still later, men arrived at Amara with wounds
which for eight days had remained untended—woun/ite
*0f the fifty Pontoons asked for in November, 1915, only twenty-
three had  arrived in Basra by the middle of January,  1916.

